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in those facts of nature which to our perceptions are
most noxious, and which no one considers it other
than a crime to produce artificially.

But, in reality, no one consistently believes in any
such occult quality. The phrases which ascribe
perfection to the course of nature can only be con-
sidered as the exaggerations of poetic or devotional
feeling, not intended to stand the test of a sober
examination. No one, either religious or irreligious,
believes that the hurtful agencies of nature, considered
as a whole, promote good purposes, in any other way
than by inciting human rational creatures to rise up
and struggle against them. If we believed that those
agencies were appointed by a benevolent Providence
as the means of accomplishing wise purposes.which
could not be compassed if they did not exist, then
everything done by mankind which tends to chain up
these natural agencies or to restrict their mischievous
operation, from draining a pestilential marsb. down to
curing the toothache, or putting up aix umbrella,
ought to be accounted impious; which assuredly
nobody does account them, notwithstanding an
undercurrent of sentiment setting in that direction
which is occasionally perceptible. On the contrary,
the improvements on which the civilized part of
mankind most pride themselves, consist in more
successfully warding off those natural calamities
which if,we really believed what most people profess